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H. M. The Queen’s Christmas Messaqge:
Commonwealth Youth Highlighted

The Head of the Commonwealth, H.M The Queen, indterstmas Message, said “ It is sixty years sthee
Commonwealth was created and today, with more @haiflion of its members under the age of 25, ttganisa-
tion remains a strong amulactical force for good. Recently | attended the Commonwdd#iads of Governmen{
Meeting in Trinidad & Tobago and heard how importdie Commonwealth is to young people.

New communication technologies allow them to reaatto the wider world and share their experieraces
viewpoints. For many, the practical assistanceratadiorks of the Commonwealth can give skills, ladgice and
encourage enterprise. It is inspiring to learsahe of the work being done by these young pewyie,bring
creativity and innovation to the challenges thegefa

Her Majesty has given us a message of achievemetitencouragement to tap the enormous potentyaludh.
Our Next Generation fits this picture, wideningitherizons by seeing other Commonwealth countfeasning
systems and rural structures, communicating easilgss vast distances and taking part in missgarapia and
PNG, so are better able to help drive their Scesetind RASC forward.-Ed

PNG: Land of the Unexpected... This surprised me because women do most of the|far
After months of planning ten Next Generation delegavork, that is why we focused on helping them wig
from five Commonwealth countries flew to a countig skills.
where more than 80% of the people’s income depédrts group encouraged stock farming especially it
on Agriculture. goats, because goats will flourish in PNG and wihy
With the help of Michael Dom from the National Agfittle care can provide them with heart friendlyiotes-
cultural Research Institute (NARI) the group viditterol free meat and calcium enriched milk, things t
farms with various systems. Fortunately, comingrfra Which the average person has no access.
variety of farming environments, with differentdwl- Our grateful thanks to the Morobe Agricultural Sxg
edge and skills, they could hold meaningful congemsho organized the visits, showed us something eif th
tions with all farmers. Some suggestions which nthdesplendid country and the immense kindness of soymar
greatest impact were those which the visitors aeckpeople. The Mission was more than fruitful to me. |
as routine. learned a lot; we did not do great things, onlyakm
We saw a great deal of rural poverty, some podrbds things with great love for the people and theiriags
a lack of tap water and a diet heavily dependentiW8- : L " ~ =
sweet potato, a carbohydrate, much talk of moréepro
needed in the diet. Education and farming mustayalh
in hand to lift production and thus prosperity

Working amongst small-scale beef cattle farmerse t
group showed they could milk a tame Brahman cow |
and use it in their households. The farmers never ==
thought of milking a beef cow, a ready source oft@n
and vitamins, especially for children.

At NARI the group showed farmers how to milk a goat
and helped a woman to milk the goat herself. Thutex
ment on the woman’s face when the milk streamed out

Breyton Milford, South Africa -
Contact breyton@agriexpo.co.za




PNG: Land of Milk and Honey...

Papua New Guinea (PNG), a country of 6 million popu-
lation is a hub of diversity. With 800 languages and dia-
lects, the tribal diversity is mesmerizing! Consisting of
over 600 islands with different agro-climatic conditions,
fertile soils, and annual rainfall of over 2m, the country
supports rearing of different animals and cultivation of
diverse crops all-year-round. It is therefore not surpris-
ing that there are 900 taro and 5000 sweet potato va-
rieties, vast breeds of livestock and birds, 200 frog and
450 butterfly species, to mention just a few, making the
country potentially food basket and centre for genetic
diversity in the Pacific.

It is however ironic that though the largest portion of the
population lives in fertile highland valleys, only 1% of
the 462,840 sq km is in arable crops, agriculture con-
tributes just about 13% of the GDP, and the country
imports food. But the reasons are not far fetched.

Though the National Agricultural Research Institute
(NARI) is doing well in releasing improved crop varie-

ties and animal breeds, and developing better agricul-
tural technologies, their outputs largely remain on
shelves due to ineffective extension services, poor road
networks to facilitate movement of inputs and technol-
ogy to farmers and farm produce to market centres.
Consequently, farmers are sticking to unproductive ag-
ricultural practices and majority of the population are
migrating to the urban centres for non-existing greener
pastures.

As the minerals, timber, and fish sectors have been
monopolised by foreign investors, it is critical the gov-
ernment and donor agencies seek to improve road net-
works, extension services, marketing of farm produce,
and agricultural development so the milk and honey of
the land will drip into the mouths of the 80% of the
population who survive on subsistence agriculture!
Contact: Isaac Kankam-Boadu, Ghana
E-mailisaackankam@yahoo.com
Coming from Ghana, Isaac made an invaluable coutiiim
to the discussions as one of the NG team - Ed.

Celebrating the APPLE —

30 Years On

Women'’s determination to impact on farming and rural conditions takes different forms. In Papua New Guinea it
was a fight for rights and recognition to improve rural conditions and farming practices to yield more food. 30

years ago in Britain, same determination, different story.

Then heavily subsidised, imported apples were destroying the livelihood of the South East of England apple pro-
ducers. Their wives rose up, determined to fight, sought publicity, tackled heads of their industry and govern-
ment, taking the fight to Brussels where they achieved some adjustment. They got sympathy from the UK Prime
Minister, Mrs Margaret Thatcher, who was known to say “If you want something “said” ask a man, if you want
something “done”, ask a woman. The Women's Farming Union (WFU) was founded to meet a need.

Of the many tactics used in the APPLE Campaign, Retail Surveillance has endured. They started surveillance in
supermarkets, shops, farm shops and markets, monitoring availability, quality, price and position in the store.
The data was coordinated centrally — still is. Growers improved their own marketing, handling and grading.

WFU groups formed throughout UK. The surveillance was so successful that it was extended to such as pota-
toes, bacon, cheese, milk, butter and cream. The evidence was used in discussion with others up the food chain.
30 years on, the WFU continues to be active, concerned that the increasing urban population should know the
value of fresh food. Amid the whole range of activities is the successful “Why Farming Matters” campaign, con-
necting producer to consumer. “Farming in the Classroom”, reaching thousands of urban children, Introducing
“Farmhouse Breakfasts” with an agricultural industry sponsor and so the list goes on.

A story of success though sheer determination. For more information, contact Helen Bower —

ar2he@btinternet.com

The 36™ Farmfair International was held at Northlands, Edm

onton Alberta, Canada

6-15" November 2009 .

Northlands welcomed over 100,000 guests durind.thday event and a combined total of 2800 horsgtecgoats, al-
pacas, sheep and dogs crossed the site competimgrimthan 100 different events and competitions.

2009 saw a lot more excitement build in the batrisamfair International as the equine programneixganded introduc-

ing the Northlands Team Roping Futurity and Canma@aaffle Bit Futurity during the final days of tekow. The Stock-
man’s Corral was also created allowing beef exhibito show their genetics in a social networkitrgasphere giving
more value to the show outside of the regular shiogvsetting.

Farmfair International truly went Internationalghjear, with not only having an increased numbeayualsts register for th

International AgBusiness Centre; but the SuprenaShf Champions was also broadcast online, malktitrgly a world

class event! This allowed cattle exhibitors fromoas the world to be a part of the Supreme Shownatch as two brand
new Dodge trucks were awarded to the winners oStiireme Champion Female & Bull and an Allendadelstrailer wag

given away as an exhibitor draw. Overall Farmfaietnational 2009 was a huge success with incregtseadance and
exhibitor numbers bringing buyers and sellers togetor Canada’s premier livestock showcase.
Contact: Carriann Johnson—cmjohnson @northlands.com
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RASNZ President Mick Lester Comments on IAFE
Convention

| was privileged to be invited to the IAFE Convemtiat Las
Vegas in December last year and to present a palese
delegates. This gathering of over 5000 people ftmwugh-
out the USA and Canada was a real eye-opener tmhe
illustrated clearly the strength and variety of Baérs and
Expositions that are operating throughout the Wn8ates.
The most striking thing to me was the opennesd af-a
volved to share their skills and successes, toorgwhat
they are doing and to open their minds to new id€as
competitions for education carried out by the fainsl the
competitions for advertising campaigns run befbegrtfairs
were a real stimulus for everybody attending. Is\weeat to

see the RNA of Queensland entering and succeedlitigpse

competitions. Their participation showed the opasrand
desire for IAFE to be inclusive worldwide and toress in-
formation for the benefit of all shows. The reckeninch of

their new web site, which includes a library ofaese mate-

rial, provides a wealth of information to be shbby their
members on a day to day basis.

The recent creation of their Next Generation sedtas in-
spired highly talented people to become involvdtkyrare

very keen to make contact with RASC NG personnétivh
would be to the benefit of both. Hopefully somd aitend

the Edinburgh conference.

All'in all an uplifting Convention totally devotdd the busi-
ness of showing, involving people intent on impngvtheir

fairs through networking and sharing of experiences

Max Mosner, Convention Chairman with Mick Lested &indy
Hoy, New Chairman of IAFE at the Las Vegas Conuanti

PARC: TIME TO FOCUS ON SMALL SCALE
FARMERS

Pakistan Agricultural Research Council (PARC), an
RASC member, under the visionary leadership of its
Chairman, Dr. Zafar Altaf is realigning itself to focus on
small scale land holders. Established in 1981, PARC is
the apex body responsible for undertaking, coordinat-
ing, promoting, aiding and extending agricultural re-
search. The current thrusts of knowledge generation
emphasize improved productivity for food security, di-
versification, value addition for export competitiveness
and import substitution and sustainability of natural re-
sources.

PARC is investing in the fields of bio-prospecting, bio-
remediation, organic farming and its certification, bio-
fuels, bio-fertilizers, bio-pesticides, herbal plants as
home pharmacy, urban and home gardening, high-
density orchards, medicinal plants, aerobic rice culture,
colored cotton, hybrid seeds production, efficient use of
inputs, farm mechanization, gender mainstreaming, in-
digenous knowledge utilization, farmers’ participatory
research, development, and trainings. We are making a

paradigm shift from basic to demand driven research
and development, and emphasizing to higher value ac-
tivities like horticulture, livestock and fisheries.

Animal and plant genetic resources conservation,
crossing of compact animals with high producing
breeds, Saanen goats cross breeding with local breeds,
bio-saline agriculture, honey products development,
bamboo cultivation and value addition, bio-technology
and genetic engineering, efficient water harvesting tech-
niques, social and policy aspects of farming, training,
bio-informatics, etc. are being addressed too. PARC
always play a crucial role in crisis management of na-
tional calamities. Overall, PARC is developing science-
based, cost-effective technologies which are pro-poor,
pro-small farmer, pro-women, pro-environment, less
intensive on resources and more profitable to farmers.

The PARC management team, its scientists and our
provincial counterparts will continue to strive for achiev-

ing the growth targets set for the agriculture sector.
For moreinformation, Contact Dr Javed Igbal — link-
javed@gmail.com

Welsh Young Farmers Take a Lead

80 Young Farmers through the Welsh Young Farmers
organisation have formed a partnership with a UK su-

permarket, to promote a dedicated supply of local
lamb to sell in all their Welsh stores throughout the

year. Packed in it's standard own-label range, as well
as receiving a premium for their lamb, a percentage of
sale value goes back to the YFC movement to help

support its work in encouraging young people who
have an appetite to farm.

24th Commonwealth Agricultural

Conference
27th-30th June 2010

Have you registered yet?
If not, don’t delay, register today.

Full details on the Conference Page of t
RASC website:
www.commagshow.org.uk




PosITIVE KITCHEN GARDEN
TEACHING EAST AFRICAN COMMUNITIES TO

‘GROW THEIR OWN’
Ruiru , in Kenya, has a primary school of 380 pu-
pils. Few can afford to bring food to school, they
can’t afford to give pupils lunch. The school can
only organise those who bring food, to share it
amongst the others.

Its communities like this, where a new NGO
called Real Impact, can teach *how to grow nutri-
tious food'. So for a school, hospital or village
community, the difference is between having food
and hunger.

Real Impact grew out of a commercial horticul-
tural enterprise, which made 0.5ha unused mar-
ginal land plus all needed equipment available at
no cost to employees to grow food. Because the
principals were skilled horticultural scientists, they
were able to teach the staff how to sustain soil
fertility with worm compost units, how drip-
irrigation of crops could avoid fungal contamina-
tion, beneficial insects could be used as alterna-
tives to chemical pesticides, and how some
crops, unfamiliar to local diet, provided healthy
and tasty food. Employees could join a ‘club’ and

commit a minimum of five hours a week of their
own time to work in the garden, in return getting a
free midday meal cooked from garden produce,
and during surplus take food home to consume or
sell.

‘Positive Kitchen Garden’ produced a cookbook to
show women’s groups recipes for using unfamil-
iar vegetables.

The Riuru school's head visited Real Impact’s
kitchen garden, and immediately gave their play-
ing area to create a Garden Club, if the set-up
costs could be found. Each garden created from
Real Impact template costs £600 for the drip
lines, work house, tools and initial seeds. There’s
a queue of keen communities but a shortage of
start-up funds. Real Impact believes kitchen gar-
den clubs can provide a real, low-cost route to
greater food security and poverty alleviation. Per-
haps RASC members can help. Since writing this
the 1st £600 has been donated to further this de-
velopment help the community.
Contact David

david.taylor@realimpact.or.ke
This is the second instalment of the excellentraehef Real
Impact for others to copy—Ed.

Taylor--

Welcoming a New UK Member Society

When the gates open on the Royal Cornwall Show
June, it will be the 5ishow at the permanent show-
ground at Wadebridge.

Much has developed there in that time. The showgt

is a high quality, well-equipped venue, used fonygna

purposes throughout the year, catering for the :eéd

upwards of 125,000 people at show time each year
The show itself is the main annual event of thedkoy
Cornwall Agricultural Association and has itself
changed and grown over its 217-year history. From
flower show of national significance to a grandeent

tainment programme; from a burgeoning equine secté%

to innovative local food and drink exhibitors.

A huge trade section, music, countryside, dange, fo

estry, steam and rare breeds. All this and muclemo

that is the show’s and the association’s centrghqse:
iﬁhe promotion of excellence in farming and strong-s
port for the industry locally.

This is a farming show par excellence. Its firmnefss
furpose in that direction has led to its reputatjoyw-
INg year on year and its successes over a broatl fro
registering with a diverse public.

Most years see entry records tumble in some afall
the cattle, sheep, pig and equine sections anguialgy
of entrants continually develop.

aIln addition, the Royal Cornwall offers visitorsraly
impressive machinery section, with manufacturecs an
dealers displaying a vast array of implements aad m
ines to tackle jobs of all types.

This year's show is on June™,01" and 13" Informa-
tion updated regularly atww.royalcornwall.co.uk-

Paul White
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But one thing has not changed over the centuriad. A
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Joint Opportunities
The Royal Commonwealth Society (RCS) have their In-
ternational Youth Programmes, whilst RASC has the
Next Generation. We are having discussions to see if we
can help each other because our objectives are similar.
Report in the next issue. NGs interested in what RCS
programmes involve, consult www.thercs.org/youth or
contact- catherine.clark@thercs.org or
Claire.anholt@thercs.org




