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Commonwe al t"Adniversary Pamela Kimber Retires as Next
Young Peopleds Celebrat Generation Facilitator

On Tuesday 28™ April I had the honour of representing RASC at a re-
ception marking the 60" Anniversary of the Commonwealth. Hosted by | | Pamela is one of the few people who
Her Majesty The Queen, at Buckingham Palace, London, over 200 | | have left their mark on RASC over a pe-
guests were invited from the societies involved with the Common- | |riod of more than 30 years. She at-
wealth. The emphasis was on young members and their participation | | tended her first RASC gathering in 1971

in the Commonweal th's future s uc|qattheEnglish Royal Show with her par-
years of age. ents, who had already been involved for

: : . . : several years. Her first conference was
The evening began in the Picture Gallery, an opportunity to mingle | | New Zealand 1973 - not missed one

with other guests and members of the Royal Household, who were on| | gince.
hand to answer questions. Once assembled and adjusted to the splen-
dour of the surroundings, we were each presented to The Queen, and | | she has been dedicated to encouraging
escorted to our seats in the Ballroom for a performance of the Com-| |y,ng delegates to get the most out of
monwealth Cantata. The music and songs, composed by Paul Carroll | | e conferences, using that experience
for the occasion, were performed beautifully by the London Voices| |, returning home, familiarising them-
Choir in the presence of Her Majesty and other members of the Royal | | celves with other types of Common-
Family, The Duchess of Gloucester, Prince and Princess Michael of Kent | | yeaith farming and rural structures

and Princess Alexandra, The Hon. Lady Ogilvy. from prosperity to abject poverty and

We then returned to the Picture Gallery for a reception, where the| |hunger. Pamela intends to keep in
guests were encouraged to view the various exhibits on display, which | | touch with those to which she has given
were selected from the Royal Collection of the Summer Opening Exhi- | | considerable help to develop in the
bition of the Commonwealth. This included the Commonwealth Mace | | Past. Indeed she has made a power
and the London Declaration. The Queen and the other members of the | | Point presentation about the impact

Royal Family met as many guests as possible during the reception. some have made on their communities
: _ _ _ _ as a result of conference attendance
This was a very enjoyable and interesting experience. I am so grateful | | and subsequent encouragement

to Billy Yarr and the Trustees for the opportunity to represent the Soci-
ety. To be allowed through the gates of this magnificent building and At the last Trustees meeting, the Chair-

o

attend this function was an amazing, once in a lifetime opportunity. man thanked Pamela for her sustained
Thank you. work over the years and presented her
Contact—Janelle Anderson janelle.anderson@aberdeengrain.co.uk with a small token of appreciation.

S

SPONSORSHIP AGREEMENT WITH POPULOUS Charlie Smith of Populous (formerly known as HOK Smith
Forkner) has been a strong supporter of recent Commonwealth Agricultural Conferences. He was a generous
sponsor of the Chief Executives/Next Generation Day at both the Calgary and Christchurch Conferences and at
the | atter event he gave a thought provoking prese

has agreed to continue his company‘s sponsorship fo
age. This not only supports the NG/CEO day but also includes a significant contribution towards the cost of pro-
ducing RASC News up to the 2010 Conference. That is the reason we have included the Populous banner strip on
the front page of this issue, a strip that will be repeated for the following four issues. Naturally we very much
appreciate this support from Populous and as a bonus Charlie has agreed to present a paper at the Edinburgh
Conference on Show Economics Studies and Funding Opportunities, a topic that will be of considerable interest to
all member societies

HOK Smith Forkner is now Populous

Charlie Smith and David Forkner will continue to draw people together by developing

master plans and designing buildings for showgrounds, equestrian centers, exhibition
parks and arenas from their Knoxville office as they have for the past 25 years.

charlie.smith@populous.com david.forkner@populous.com tel 865.694.5485
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South Australian Society Harvests the Elements

With some Government help they have virtually completed a substantial development. The show ground
situated in Adelaide itself offers 26,300sg. meters air conditioned exhibition space, third largest in Australia and
internationally.

amongst the _greenest'

They have built a 2.5 million litres underground water storage to capture the run off. It will supply half the
requirements.
lighting controlled by a movement sensor, They have started to have their environmental credentials

recognised internationally for Green Globe status-a bench marking and certification program for the travel and

showground's tot al

tourist industry. Appreci

kilowatts of photovoltaic panels, the largest operation of its kind in Australia. It will generate 1400 mege-watt
hours of solar electricity and save 1,400 tons of greenhouse gas emission annually which in all should provide

40% of their electricity requirements.

These developments contributed to increased exhibitor interest resulting in a total of 70 events using the

facilities in 2008 and several more likely in 2009. Last year the 11 day Royal Show attracted 547,985 visitors,
up by 9% on the previous year and the 2™ hi ghe st
Contact i info@adelaideshowground.com.au OR www.adelaideshowground.com.au

| t has al so insta

ating the venue‘s new gre

number of competitors (

Commonwealth Day, 9th March 2009
Uniting People in 53 Countries

A report on the 2009 Commonwealth Day can be found on
the RASC Website, News Page at

Webd Meets All Your Needs

In the UK, farmers searching for extra summer
grazing for livestock now need only search the
web to find others with grass to let !!
Technology speeds an age old task

A CHALLENGES MORE FOOD PLEASE

From Andrew Gilmour, an arable farmer in the east of
Scotland, and RASC Trustee.

In March, at the same time as attending a tourism
conference in Sun City, South Africa, I had the oppor-
tunity to travel to other countries in the area to see if
there were organisations interested in joining RASC. I
got a clear message wherever I went: they had re-
ceived overseas aid and funding but needed informa-
tion, knowledge and practical help to produce more
food. They are interested in RASC, in meeting CEOs
and NGs, with the possibility of NGs visiting their
country, as in Zambia 2007, next PNG, networking
with them and if possible sending delegates to the
Edinburgh conference in 2010, Zambia in 2012

I started by visiting Malawi, a country of 94,000 sq
km, with a population of 13. million of which 80% de-
pend on agriculture with an average farm size of 1Ha.
The National Smallholders Farmers Assoc. of Malawi
(NASFAM) aims to produce economic and social bene-
fits, improve the livelihood of smallholders, enhancing
productivity. It is active across the country, believes in
collective action and is democratically governed by its
100,000 small farmer members. 15 can start a club
and clubs combine to form an action group, where
NASFAM will use its influence to bulk buy inputs and

bulk up produce for onward sale.

Maize and tobacco are the main crops but NASFAM
encourages diversifying to chilli, rice, soya, beans,
sunflower and groundnuts, the latter through NAS-
FAM's efforts, i's mar ket €
100% Fairtrade nut company. Richard Petautchere,
programme coordinator and Mary Mbekeani, Commu-
nications Officer took me on a fascinating visit to Ma-
chinchi province on the Zambian border where in par-
ticular tobacco and groundnuts are bulked up and
packed for onward sale.

Later that day I was fortunate to meet the Horticul-
tural Cooperative Union of Malawi (HORTICUM), or-
ganised through a UK based Marshall Papworth stu-
dent Lumbani Mwafulirwa, and Stephen Harris, Trus-
tee. It is a union of 17 primary cooperatives dealing
with the production and marketing of citrus and vege-
tables. Great scope for development here since a
large amount of produce is imported from South Af-
rica.

The National Agricultural Fair is held in Blantyre.

In the next issues I will write about visits to Botswana
and Mozambique.

Contacti andrew.gilmour@montrave.net

er
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Showbiz T Swopping ldeas, Experiences
Jonathan Tunny, CEO, Royal National Agricultural and Industrial Association of Queensland reports -
Late last year | had the pleasure of speaking at the 118™ Annual Convention of the International Association of
Fairs and Expos (IAFE).

Held in Las Vegas over four days in December, it attracts 5,000 delegates primarily from State Fairs across the
USA, Canada and Mexico. Began in 1885 and today represents more than 1,300 fairs worldwide, plus 1,300
members from allied fields.

Wedre all in the 6Showbizé industry, fully aware o
well run event. Attention to detail and service was outstanding at the Convention. Extremely well organised, it
presented a good mix of social gatherings, sporting events, comfortable spaces for informal networking, profes-
sional development workshops, round table discussions, fundraising events, and spouse activities.

The Conventionbés aim is to share ideas and key | ea
fairs, shows and expositions around the world. Many of our Royal Shows are over 100 years old, so the need to
remain relevant, evolve with the times and embrace change is imperative.

The quality, breadth and diversity of speakers and
sented best practice in a broad cross section of areas including environmental sustainability (greening your
Royal Show and use of solar technologies); new technologies and techniques in promotion, competitions, ticket-
ing and business planning. One session really gave
think about agriculture?d06.I1lt presented insights in
safety, food sustainability and more.

| spoke on Embracing a New Era and how the RNA was confronting the need to revitalize its Showgrounds.
Situated in Brisbane they sit on 22 hectares of prime inner city land. In 2008 we launched the RNA Develop-
ment Scheme to revitalise the Showgrounds, open it up to the community all year round, and create additional
revenue streams for the Association 7 all while still hosting the biggest annual Show in the State!

Climate change ! It snowed i first time for 30years i exciting for an Australian living in Queensland, one of the
hottest parts of Australia Contact - jtunny@ma.org.au

Notes from RASC Trustees Meeting, March 2009

Member Societies — to maintain and increase contact with Societies, Eric Wilson, well known in UK has of-
fered to liaise with UK societies. Barry Linton, who travels overseas has offered to do the same in Africa and
India

RASC Website — John Bennett and John Henning (RUAS) have agreed to review the content regularly. Socie-
ties wishing to include items should contact Adele Thomson or Lynn Dandie at the Edinburgh Secretariat

Rural Achievers Competition — A great success for 20 years amongst societies in New South Wales organ-
ised by RASNSW. Paul Lucas of Northlands has strongly recommended to societies in Alberta they should con-
sider holding this competition. The RAS of England is considering it.

A CD Rom containing the papers given at the NZ Conference has been produced by Eddy van Til and sent to
all delegates. Additional copies can be obtained from him. Contact — www.eddy@eenz.com

24" Conference, Edinburgh June 2010. Initial information will be posted on the RASC website shortly. The
dates for the Conference have been confirmed as 28" to 30" June 2010

Next Generation Hon. Facilitator After years of doing this work Pamela Kimber has decided to retire. Philip
Bruem who was very active in assisting, is retiring too. John Bennett and Anna-Clare Seymour respectively have
agreed to take their places. Both have been closely involved with the NG Forums in Calgary and Christchurch as
well as the Zambian mission in 2007.

—Facebookl . Adel e Thomson has set up an RASC account o
one another

PNG Understanding & Assistance Mission. John Bennett has finalised details for this starting 23™ October
2009. A maximum of 15 NGs will make up the party. Those wishing to take part should contact John without
delay at www.whr@shoalhaven.net.au

RASC AGM - This will be held on Friday 19" June 2009 at 2.15pm at the East of England Showground during
their Annual Show. The Trustees will meet the current Marshall Papworth students who will also be attending
the Show

Timothy Williams, Commonwealth Secretariat. His department continues to identify potential new mem-
bers for the RASC from developing countries, He was thanked for identifying 4 potential members in India for
RASC to follow.
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EXCHANGE The opportunity to work for the Royal Ag-
ricultural Society of New South Wales preparing for the
2009 Sydney Royal Easter Show was definitely an experi-
ence of a lifetime, a change from Northlands, Alberta,
Canada.

The adventure began in February when I went straight to
work, in the cattle section, where I assisted Lucinda
Crichton, the coordinator of Cattle Competitions & Events.

I met, the friendships made and the laughs shared will
never be forgotten.

Being part of the largest event in Australia has been a
great learning experience. I look forward to taking ideas
back to Canada to incorporate into Farmfair International,
such as the concept of District Exhibits, the focus on
showcasing Australian products and, specifically with re-
gard to cattle, I would like to see us acknowledge the

In the lead up to the show I worked on finalizing cattle
entries, liaising with exhibitors, organizing officials, and
helped put the details into place for all dairy, beef and

steer competitions.

I also experienced my first Royal Agricultural Society
council meetings, certainly a learning experience as it was

a fairly formal process.

The 2009 Royal Easter Show was a huge success and
very rewarding for all of the time and effort we put into

the competitions.

The show was also a great end to my time with the RAS

breed champions more through displays such as the Pa-
rade of Champions and Grand Parades.

I also shared ideas with the RAS on how shows are run in
Canada, the youth programs offered, and tried to con-
vince both staff and exhibitors that cattle shows in winter
are normal even if the temperature is below zero and
there is snow on the ground!

I would like to thank my own society, Northlands, for giv-
ing me the opportunity to work for RAS of NSW and them
for welcoming me, staff, councillors, officials and exhibi-
tors who made me feel like I was at home.

of NSW. Although it was 14 days of work it was the most Carriann M Johnson, Agricultural Events Coordinator,
enjoyable time I probably had in Australia. The exhibitors Contact - cmjohnson@northlands.com for information

Royal Natal Outlines Opportunities

RAS Natal, situated within Pietermaritz-
burg city, has produced a most informa-
tive and well laid out Prospectus 2009-
2011 designed to attract those who
mi ght wuse the Soci
course, potential members.

A glossy booklet, plenty of photo-
graphs, it gives a brief Society history
over its 158 years, then three sections
with details of their Royal Show, Garden
Show, rightly call

seal, and facilit
Functions and Events.

This last comprises 16 rooms/halls hold-
ing between 30 and 3000 people and
outside the show periods used by
160,000 people, during the year. A
ground plan of the buildings, on tracing
paper, is included in the Prospectus.

For More Information contact Terry
Strachan, CEO, -

info@royalshow.co.za

RASC, Royal Highland Centre,

Ingliston, Edinburgh, EH28 8NB

Tel: +44 (0)131 335 6200

Fax: +44 (0)131 335 6229

Email: rasc@commagshow.org

Website: www.commagshow.org

Royal Agricultural Society of the Common-
wealth Ltd UK Company No 4941444 UK
Charity No 1101337
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Long Time Sponsor Celebrates 334 years

as a Family Business i A Record ? % Momflake
In 1675 William Lee started milling oats as a

breakfast feed. Today, John Lee is the 15" member of the family to
chair the business which is still doing the same job marketed under
br andommfmea kdJeobhn says [ Y
one particular area, meeting a need and maintaining a profitable
business, why wander off and do something else ?

Milling the product is a complicated business involving cleaning,
roasting, shelling, polishing, cuttings, grading, cooling, flaking, drying
and packing every oat.

: | Most supplies come from farms growing for Mornflake for years even

generations.

In the 1939-45 war with food shortages, feeding the nation properly
was vVvital Philip Lee, John*‘s f
increased his supply of high quality oat products substantially, creat-
ing the brand name i Mo r n f Inawkselling in over 50 countries.
Their | atest mill i s powered by
was powered 334 years ago !

Philip Lee was a regular conference delegate and sponsor. The
money has always been earmarked to help young people from Devel-
oping countries to take part in our Conferences. The investment has
been amply repaid, for those young delegates have gone home and
put into practise what they have learned.- some really made a mark.
John has foll owed his father*s
cial support to our conferences and has already committed to sup-
port the 2010 event.

So if you see
help maintain the sponsorship.
Contact john.lee@mornflake.com OR www.mornflake.com

—Mornfl akel when
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RASC News is edited by Philip Bolam, Hon Press Secretary
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