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PNG MISSION: A GREAT SUCCESS

RASC 2009 Next Generation lowed us to see and become involved with a side of
Understanding and Assistance Mission to Papua New no tourist would ever have opportunity to know.

Guinea Perhaps one, unexpected aspect. of the trip was fi

There i1s much to say abqylpnd tBrinets hAEmuth it domfintoh with dghct
truly the land of the unexpected, and many times Wess in developed countries. They share the same
found ourselves totally bemused by their way of lifg, ey ideas and desire to become the best, some
both for native New Guineans and also for expails same reluctance to consider change. Like farmg
ates. The group was able to make some wonderful §4Qzeloped countries, they are wonderfully resourc

gestions and give assistance to small scale farmers;fighave an enduring sense of commitment to their
could make very real differences to their productivity, fiarce pride in their farm.
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On one hand, our group would regularly see womeh ldgve left Papua New Guinea with the optimistic ir

about 50 lugging bags to market filled with sweet pd}ae_.ssion that a passion for agriculture knows no racial,

toes— the weight of which was probably two thirds 8pCial, or economic boundaries; people from two cc
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A highlight of the trip was the hospitality with which we
were welcomed. It was humbling to be received with
such genuine appreciation, knowing that these people
had little, but still they wished to give. Our visit to the
very small farming community of Merente Village saw
us welcomed with open arms, shining eyes and smiling
faces. We were invited to help prepare a traditional
mumu lunch. Together with the farmers we placed a pig,
complete with trotters, tusks and tail on to a bed of <y
steaming stones, banana leaves, and sweet potato, whichis -
we wrapped and left to steam, before enjoying the feast =
sitting on the ground with the farmers, sharing the meal
in the traditional way. These candid moments borne o
Papua New Guinean®s natur
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HOK Smith Forkner is now Populous

™
P o P U Lo U S Charlie Smith and David Forkner will continue to draw people together by developing
master plans and designing buildings for showgrounds, equestrian centers, exhibition

DRAWING PEOPLE TOGETHER" parks and arenas from their Knoxville office as they have for the past 25 years.

charlie.smith@populous.com david.forkner@populous.com tel 865.694.5485
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24™ Commonwealth Agricultural
Conference, June 2010

The Edinburgh Registration Booklet has been published and distributed to each RASC Member
Society and to many individuals. The Booklet has been added to the Conference Page of the
RASC Website www.commagshow.org

We have planned an interesting and challenging programme, so register early particularly for
the Pre and Post Conference Tours where numbers are limited

Dondt Del ay, Register Told

THE NEW SMITHFIELD AT STONELEIGH, WARWICKSHIRE

AgriLIVE Smithfield represents a new era of co- A day at AgriLIVE Smithfield is a fantastic opportunity to
operation and partnership across the red meat supply replenish the knowledge bankVith more than 100 exhibi-
chain The need for British producers, retailers and proc- tors and organisations on hand to provide advice on all as-
essors to come together to look at more efficient and prof- pects of management from genetics and feeding to business
itable ways of producing quality beef and lamb to meet planning and marketing, there is something of value for eve-
market demands has never been greater. ryone.

To meet that challenge the Royal Agricultural Society of This is a totally new venture for RASE and RSC creating a
England and the Royal Smtihfield Club, supported by a ramigély focussed technical event for livestock producers.
of key event partners, have launched AgriLIVE SmithfieldAgriLIVE will take place on 10-12 December. Entry is
The event connects all parts of the contemporary red medree, however visitors need to complete a registration
supply chain and provides a platform for the traditional form to gain entry — visit www.agrilivesmithfield.co.ulor
Royal Smithfield primestock classes. further details and register dine.

RASC MEMBERSHIP LIAISON The Board of Trustees, conscious of the need to maintain regular contact with
every Member Society, have invited a number of members| t
age the two way flow of information on activities and policies between RASC and the Societies through the Chief Execu-
tives, ensuring this information is passed on to those with responsibilities and others who are interested. Eric Wilson
(UK), Barry Linton (Africa &India), and Paul Lucas (Canada) have already started their contacts. They will be added to by
Mick Lester (New Zealand) Andrew Gilmour (Singapore and recent/prospective African members), John Bennett (New
South Wales) and John Rothwell (Rest of Australia), Papua New Guinea will be covered by one of the Next Generation
Mission team recently in PNG. Contacts will be sought for the remaining Societies in
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Potatoes Gain Prominence

Regarded as t h-eereal toodlcrdp;. glob& proddction lsaa now reached 325 m tonnes, more than half in developi
countries. China is the biggest producer with Bangl sse&ash

vigorous new agenda for potato research and development to stimulate production and provide new market opportunitiesr§or: Pro

‘Devel op me ndnguiry@dfis.gou.wk 45
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Exchanges speed spread of ideas
During Carriann Johnsonos e
around their Royal Easter Show in Sydney, she witnessed the
final stages of the Rural Achievers Competition. So im-
pressed, when she returned to her Society, Northlands, Al-
berta she described it to her colleagues. Paul Lucas, their
Director Agriculture, decided it had application in Alberta and
spoke to the other show societies across the Province, who
warmed to the idea. So in January he is addressing the Al-
berta Agricultural Societies Convention about the competition
with the objective of getting the competition started.

In Australia The Rural Achievers Competition is open to any
borahfidenntiember wfi at Society beaveerR20 KNP Wars of
age. They are judged on involvement with their community
and their show society, interview skills, agricultural knowledge
and supporting information. The competition is designed to
throw up the Next Generation of show society leaders.

The competition is held in each State and the Interstate finals
at the Royal Easter Show.

For more details i Contact
cdeck@rasnsw.com.au

Caroline Deck T Email:

Moringa 7 The Tree of Life 1T well, almost!

Native of southern India and tropical Arabia, now grown
in tropical Africa and tropical USA, Malaysia, Sri Lanka,
Mexico, Malabar and the Philippines, it has substantial
nutritional properties. Very drought resistant, often re-
ferred to as finever dying
ti es, i tos regarded as a
used in Africa to prevent blindness, treat aids and pro-
mote self sufficiency of communities.

Moringads nutritional wvall
One gram of its leaves contain 4 times the calcium in
milk, 7 times the vitamin C in oranges, 4 times the vita-
min A in carrots, 3 times the potassium in bananas and
twice the protein in milk. The seeds have an invaluable
high oil content.

It can impact in areas of malnutrition providing scientific
proof to substantiate ancient beliefs in Indian cultures.
The killing power of HIVAids works closely with malnutri-
tion. Consuming products of the tree provides resis-
tance. So it can sustain life through poverty, drought and
disease. It has been used successfully to purify water,
treat cuts and lower diabetic blood sugar levels. The In-
dian claim that it can cure or delay the progress of a
large number of diseases is being investigated.

Moringa trees are
erations where malnutrition is rampant.
www.moringatrees.org/index.htmi

now bei

SCOTTISH COOPERATION

The Scottish Agricultural Organisation Society (SAOS)
is a specialist in cooperative and joint venture devel-
opment amongst farmers, growers, rural businesses
and food and drink supply chains. They are owned
anbl §ofethedbf FOaNErAbBr cdps. B H fogh tYad-!
ling {eRr tHe Waluk afi cBobetalion Eafhé @ Yhe foke.
Most reported strong trading, some ambitious new in-
vestments and many set out future strategies, risk
| éhanagamest, members meeds| reagket Rportynifigs
and climate change.

Those co-operating in Scotland :- 65% of farms larger
than 100 Ha. 70% of dairy farms. 68% of general
cropping farms. 85% of farmers will continue to coop-
erate either the same or more in the next 5 years. The
top 10% SAOS members collectively traded a record
£1.6 billion.

The SAOS staff provide leaders in cooperation and
collaboration.

James Graham, Chief Executive, is giving a
paper on this highly successful organisation
ng agquobginbuigh Cogfgrengesnext Jugee t s o
Contact T james.graham@saos.co.uk

BATH & WEST® REGENERATION PLANS

The Bath & West of England Society aims to transform
its site into a major visitor destination and the first en-
ergy self sufficient showground in UK. Working with
London and Wharfdale regeneration experts, the Soci-
ety estimates they will ultimately create another 1500
jobs, boosting the local and regional economy. The
total investment will be £120 million taking 12 i 15
years, though it s hoped that significant progress will
be made on key tourist and business projects by De-
cember 2012.

Energy generation is a critical element of the plan us-
ing renewable technologies, such as solar thermal,
photovoltaic cells and anaerobic digestion of biomass
waste from local dairy industries. Excess electricity will
be sold back to the National Grid.

Dr Jane Gui se, t he

Soci etyods

the plan is well on its way after consultations with the
local authorities. It will transform the showground into a
high quality year round business and visitor destination
with a national profile i thus ensuring long term finan-
cial viability. The masterplan includes creating a diver-
sity of interesting projects ranging from an exhibition
and conference centre, hotels and log cabin holiday
homes to commercial units for businesses, community
orchards and an EcoZone showing the best in sustain-
able living. They will soon have environmental man-
agement accreditation which could significantly in-
crease the number of business activities using their
facilities.

Contact esuzanna@hammondpr.co.uk
Chi ef Executi ve
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CONCURRENT CONFERENCES

Very imaginatively, Two Agricultural Organisations in
Scotland and New Zealand decided to hold their Con-
ferences on the same topics at the same time and con-
nect through video.

Dr Andew Midgley reports:-
AfRur al Futures in New Zea

The Scottish Agricultural College (SAC) and AgRe-
search in New Zealand have recently sought to build
on the signing of a Memorandum of Understanding by
holding an innovative conference on rural futures.

The purpose of the conference was to explore a range
of four future scenarios for agriculture, rural busi-
nesses and rural communities and discuss the re-
search that may be required. The link between Scot-
land and New Zealand was particularly useful because
there was great scope for learning the lessons from
the very different experiences in the different countries.

The event involved two parallel conferences i one in
Edinburgh, Scotland and one in Hamilton, New Zea-
land i and was linked by video conference. It was held
over two days and opened with a scene setting ses-
sion involving both the Scottish and New Zealand audi-
ences.

Both conferences addressed the same scenarios

through a range of invited speakers from research, pol-
icy and practice and then came together again at the
end to share their research ideas and discuss the is-
sues that had been raised.

The event was challenging because of the time differ-
png(eBl hyt the use oféeghg(itogy geilifated communica-
tion between audiences. After the opening plenary, for
example, the New Zealand audience went to bed while
the Edinburgh day got underway and after each ses-
sion the chairman was interviewed for a podcast which
was uploaded onto the SAC website so that delegates
in New Zealand could get an insight into the Scottish
discussions prior to their deliberations the following
day.

Delegates left the event buzzing with ideas for future
research and collaboration. It was an event that ce-
mented the relationship between AgResearch and
SAC and has laid the foundations for future joint initia-
tives.

The presentations as well as the podcast summaries
of each session can be accessed online here:

https://ruralfuturesconf.agresearch.co.nz/mediawiki/
index.php/Main Page

The Consumer 6s Pe

In this competitive world with the great struggle to get more
free trade in food, thereds
ers decide on their choice. Kate Kemp, graduate from Otago
University, New Zealand, has been investigating buying
habits in food. Whilst the questions were slanted towards
UK customers to guide New Zealand producers and export-
ers, food and beverage exports contributing 65% of the
countryés total exports,
connotation.

The survey was in two parts:

(i) Shoppers were interviewed as they left the super-
market. 80.9% were unable to say where a fresh produce
item they had just purchased had come from. When giving a
reason behind their food purchase decision making, price
was the most influential characteristic determining a buying
choice. Only 13% (33 out of 250) said they had purposely

th_(lah comme

lpoughte’;\ Britisht fopd {tema Of this group only 9 mentioned
the environment as a reason for purchase and 10 others
deliberately bought the item to support local growers.

I N Giij Skdsperd Mterlidwéde dt §ahdom oM th8 High
Street. Of these 27% said they would deliberately aim to buy
local produce wherever they could, highlighting a discrep-
ancy in behaviour and attitude. In both surveys, neither age
nor gender seemed to play a part in determining prefer-
ences for buying a Iocal food item over a foreign one.

br oavdel y concq uvc\!ed
debate had not hurt the perception or sales of New Zealand
food and beverage products as anticipated. Whilst the me-
dia has been alluding to the fact that people would study the
country of origin of food products and buy accordingly, it
seems that price has prevailed as the strongest indicator of
a purchase decision.

Contact Kate Kemp i 4kate@gmail.com

—

RASC, Royal Highland Centre,

Ingliston, Edinburgh, EH28 S8NB
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CONGRATULATIONS

Isaac Kankam-Boadu from Ghana, who won a Marshall Pap-
worth Scholarship to Bradford University has been awarded
an MSc with Distinction . His dissertation towards his de-
gree was entitled A Provisi
Poor Rural Farmers : The Panacea for Poverty Reduction in
sub Sahara - A f r i ¢
Isaac was a member of the Papua New Guinea NG mission
November 2009. Contact i isaackankam@yahoo.com
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